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VIII. Jn Account of a fmall Telefcopical Comet 
feen at London on the loth 0/ June 1717^ 
hy Edm. Haiiey, LL. f>. R* Soc. Seer, 

THAT the Number of Comets travefftflg our So- 
lar Syftem is much greater than fome, on ao* 
count of the late rarenefs of their Appearance* 
have fuppofed it, maybe colkcSted from feveral fmaii 
o!^cs which have within few Years been defcribed m the 
Memoirs of the fnuh Royal Academy of Sciences* 
thofe diligent Obfervers afluring us that they difcovcfjA 
erne in Sept. 1 6^%. another in F^bn 1699. * thitA til 
Afril i702# and again a fourth in Novemb. 1707. 110118 
of which, as far as I can learn, were ever leen in Eng^ 
land; all of them having been very obfcurc and wiiii- 
out Tails, by means whereof Comets ufually firft {hc# 
themfelvesw And bcfides thefe, tw^o other Comets with 
fcmarkably long Tails, the one in tJovemh^ 1689. the o- 
tltet in Fehn i70i. paft by unobfervable in thefe our 
Northern Climats, they having great South Latitude, 
and their Motions direded toward that Pole* Henc^ 
we may juftiy conclude that the Returns of Comets are 
much more frequent than is vulgarly reckoned, and 
that it is only contingent that for thefe 3 5 Years no one 
of them has been feen and cbferved by our Aftronomers* 
But there may be ftill a much greater Number of 
thefe Bodies, which by reafon of their Smallne(s and 
Diftance are wholly invifible to the naked Eye; fo that 
unlefs Chance do dired the Telcfcope of a proper Ob- 
ferver, almoft to the very Points where they are (againft 
which there are immenle Odds> it will not be poffiblc 
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for them to be difcovered : And that this is not barely 

E Conjed-tiirei take tlie foilowing Lnilancc. 

Oil Ah7Ui4% Jms lO. ill che Evening, the Sky being 
very ferene and calm, I was deikous co take a View of 
the Disk of Mars ( cheis very near che £-irr/i, and ap- 
pearing very gionous ) co fee if ^' couid- diilinguiili iii 
my 24 Foot Teieicopc, the Spots laid ro be lecn on him. 
Direwlirig my Tube for thzt purpoie, 1 accidentally feii 
upon a imali whitiCh Appearance near the Planet, refem- 
biiiig ill ail refpe^s fach a NduLt as i lately defcribed 
in Pkikf TrMiJaci. N^ 147. but imaller. It ftemed to 
emit from its upper pare a very iJiort kind of Radia- 
tion directed towards the Eaft. but Northerly withal ; 
which, confidering its iituacion. was nearly towards the 
Point oppofice to the Sun* The great Light of the 
Moon, then very near it and alfo near the Full, hin* 
dcr'd this Phdmmemn from being more diilindlly fcen ; 
but its Place in the Heavens was fufficiencly afcertaineci 
from the Neighbourhood of Mdrs, from whom it was 
but about half a Degree diftant towards the Southweit, 
the difference of Latitude being fbmewhac more chan 
that of Longitude ; and Mars being at that iimt in t 
17''. 30' with 3^ 48' South Latitude. I concluded the 
place thereof in t *?''• ^^' with c'* 12.'. Lur- South, 
or iJiereabauts ; the which may yet be m-^re fccurely de- 
termined by he'p of two fmali fixt Stars I found near ir, 
the more riorcncrly of which f judged co have che fame 
Lacitude with k, and to follow ir at aboui: the Diilance 
of hx Minufcs; the other Star was about four Mifjuces 
more iouchcriy than the former, and aboac o.ie Mjnyte 
ill co/ifcquence thereof; the Angle at rhe Mordierr* Star 
'^ti% alaiie obtute, as of about too Degrees, artci rhe 
D I ft .^ nee of our Nelmla tram k /efqm^^her m rhe'D^uance 
of fiie two :!t:ir3, or ratlier a Jiccie more. The Reverend 
Mu Ji::jis Wiilidms, Mt. Mbm Thmas, and my idi, 
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contemplated this Appearance for above an Hour, viz. 
from lop to near twelve, and we could not be deceived 
as to ics Reality ; but the Slownefs of its Motion made 
us at that time conclude that ic had none^, and that it 
was rarher a Nckula than a Comet, 

However, {«jrpe6^ing that it might have fome Motion, 
I artendcd the next Night, June mh, at the fame Hours 
and in the fame Company, when with fome Difficulty by 
reafon of the Thicknefs of the Air, we found the two 
little Stars, but the Nduh couid not at that time be feen, 
which we then imputed to the want of a clearer Sky. 
But on Saturdd^ June ij. the Moon being sblent, and 
the Air peifeitly clear, we had again a diuindi View 
of the two Stars, with an entire Evidence chat there re* 
mained no Footftep or Sign of it, in the place w^here we 
had firft feen this Ph^nomenon^ v^hich we. therefore now 
found to be a Comet* and that being far without rhe 
Orb of the Earth, and in it felf a very fmall Body, ic 
appeared only like a little Speck of a Cloud, fuch as 
v^ould fcarce have been difcerned in an ordinary Tele- 
fcope, much lefs by the naked Eye. 
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IX. An Account of ^ooksj I. Joannis Poleni in 
Gymnafio Patavino Phil, Ord. Prof. &: Scienr, 
Societatum Regalium. qux Londini& Bero- 
lini lunt, Sodaiisy 2)^ Motu Jqu.^ m'txto^ Libri 
duo, Zsrc. 4'^ Patavii 1717. 

HE Subjeil here treated of nor having hitherto 
fallcii uoder the Con(iderarion of Machemancal 
Wrkcf^- tiic Learned Aurhor. is obli^i^cd to make 
ule of feveral Terms^ which are either Vvhoily new, or at 




